THE BLOCKADE OF BRITAIN

when a single ship, armed with an anti-aircraft gun,
is the target. The disabling of the Empress of Britain
by air attack on October 26 and the subsequent
sinking of that vessel, apparently as the result of sub-
marine attack, brought home to us all the reality of
the double menace to our shipping. The loss of the
use of the ports in Queenstown Harbour and at
Berehaven has made our difficulties in meeting that
menace the more acute. To this disadvantage was
added the further one that, with the occupation of
Denmark., Holland, Belgium and northern France
by the Germans, our imports of foodstuffs had to be
carried for far greater distances by sea than in the
last war.

Evidence of the store which Germany sets upon
the interruption of our maritime commerce was
afforded by her reaction to a proposal made in mid-
December. The proposal was that a number of mer-
chant vessels which belonged to countries occupied
by Germany and which were tied up in American
ports should be requisitioned by the Government of
the United States and then leased to or otherwise
placed at the disposal of British shipping companies.
The German News Agency warned the United
States on December 21 that agreement to any such
arrangement would be regarded as a hostile act. An
official spokesman in Berlin complained at the same
time  of America's  failure  to  maintain  a really
neutral attitude to the belligerents in this war; to one
she had shown herself to be consistently sympathetic
and helpful, while on the other she had heaped
insults.
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